
WILL DRAFTING

Sample Form and Format



Guidelines for Drafting a Will

• Tailored to individual needs of testator
• Provisions in one will may be inappropriate or 

dangerous for another’s will
• Generic forms that meet requirements of one 

state are not always appropriate for other 
states

• Should minimize death taxes
• As tax laws change, will should be reevaluated
• Should review will every 5 years



Introductory Paragraphs
• Exordium clause
– Opening paragraph of will
• Identify testator
• State domicile
• Declare last will and testament
• Revoke all prior wills



Introductory Paragraphs

• Funeral arrangements
– Not advisable to include in will
• Will may not be found until later

• Instructions to pay debts
– Not necessary because debts required to be paid 

by law



Ending Paragraphs

• Testimonium Clause
– Closing paragraph before signature

• Attestation Clause
– Clause following testator’s signature and precedes 

the witness signatures
• Self-Proof Clause and/or Self-Proving Affidavit
– Statutory provision that allows the will to be self-

proven and avoid the appearance of witnesses at 
time of probate



Sample Will



Sample Will


